
Latest news Claudy Jongstra 

 

Alkanet 

Alkanet is a very old plant known in about 30 varieties originating from areas such as the Mediterranean and the 

Middle East (the name comes from the Arabic al henna). Another name for this plant is ‘Bugloss’ meaning ox tongue 

which is represented by the shape and roughness of the leaves. The plant was already used for both medical 

purposes and as a colour dye by the ancient Greek. The roots of the Alkanna tinctoria produce a purple red colour 

and has been used to dye waxes, oils, textiles and even used as a rouge. As a herb, it is said to have powers to 

strengthen love, wealth and protect from unwanted attacks. The flowers produce a green dye and the alum makes 

the dye of the roots a greyish green. 

 

Talking textiles 

An autonomy tapestry of Claudy Jongstra will be presented in the exhibition “ Talking Textiles” of Lidewij Edelkoort in 

Milan. 

 

“The art and craft of Claudy Jongstra are clearly on the rise, as her local sourcing approach is ever more pertinent in 

a time of mind-spinning globalization. She is living and designing the farm of the future.” (Lidewij Edelkoort, Bloom 

magazine, 12th ed) Photography Jeroen Musch 

 

 



 

Mural Capitulare de Villis Hortus Botanicus 

By order of the Foundation Hortus Botanicus Amsterdam, Claudy Jongstra has made a series of wall coverings for 

the Orangerie. The work is called “Capitulare de Villis” after a proclamation of Charles the Great which is also used 

as blueprint for contemporary Horti. Specially grown plants which are documented in this proclamation, presently 

colour the wool and silk in this special composition. 

 

 

Exhibition headquarters United Nations New York 

For an exhibition at the UN headquarters in New York, Claudy Jongstra has designed tapestries within the context of 

the 2010 UN year of biodiversity. If there is one place in the world suitable to make a silent protest against loss of 

unique varieties, it is the UN.  

By integrating highly tactile and sustainable materials in her tapestries Claudy Jongstra is committed to impart a 

sense of beauty, well being and belonging to public spaces. Her commitment is also a completeness of creation by 

keeping her own sheep, her own botanical garden and her own fields of dye-plants. Her work and life are inspired by 

stewardship and preservation of natural and cultural heritage. 

With this exhibition Claudy Jongstra and her team want to show policy makers their view on sustainability in our ever 

more uniform world due to globalisation and commercialisation. 

 

 



 

Tapestry private residence 

Claudy Jongstra is both a crafts woman and a visual artist combined in one.  

Expression by powerful imagery or by subtle softness and refinement characterise the tapestries of this artist. Her 

artistic views focus on the expressive quality not only of natural materials and colours, but also of the composition. 

Photography Jeroen Musch 

 

 

Mock up 

Claudy Jongstra is asked for her tapestries and art installations for both private residences and public buildings. For 

the new Fries Museum in Leeuwarden, open for the public in 2013, Claudy is going to create a monumental art 

installation in the entrance hall, which will be a wonderful 21 metres wide by 6 metres tall.  

The new Frysian Museum is designed by architect Hubert-Jan Henket. 

Work of Claudy Jongstra is included in the collections of the Victoria & Albert Museum, London; Stedelijk Museum, 

Amsterdam; Museum of Modern Art, New York; Cooper Hewitt Design Museum, New York; The RISD Museum, 

Rhode Island; and Fries Museum, Leeuwarden.  

 

www.claudyjongstra.com 

http://www.claudyjongstra.com/

